In a recent paper J R Smith [21] 
over the identity of the man to whom the discovery of this embryonic structure is ascribed. The feeling arose that he might be virtually lost to posterity due to some unknown or unapparent twists of fate. The reason becomes immediately evident when we relate the information that can be obtained from the standard medical encyclopedias and other reference works usually consulted in such a predicament. No direct reference to Kovalevski's original description is contained in the recent and accessible medical literature or in the current embryology texts.
The student of Kovalevski's canal turning to the listed works is informed on the identity of Kovalevski in the manner shown in Table 1 [4] .
'The two embryonic leaves -superior and inferior intestinal glandular leaves -are contiguous at the borders of the embryonic plate. The primitive groove forms at these borders of the embryonic plate and extends from above to below the embryonic plate. At the time of closure of the groove, the superior portions form the medullary tube and the inferior portion mainly the posterior end of the intestinal tube. The contiguity of these two tubes in Acanthias persists up to the time of formation of the anus, then it disappears.
'This description was neglected by most workers in the embryology of Plagiostoma and in particular with reference to the special point of the communication between the posterior ends of the intestinal and neural canals. Thus, quite unjustly, Balfour ascribes this discovery to himself. Besides in the already mentioned paper in Russian, I have given reference to this point in further communications with regard to Acipenseridiv and Axolotl [5, 6] . It [9] in 1885 remarks, in a footnote, 'There is a striking similarity between the history of the neurenteric canal in vertebrates and the history of blastopore and ventral grooves as described by Kovalevski in the larva Chiton'.
From all the evidence it appears incontestable that the original description of the neurenteric canal should be ascribed to Kovalevski. We found it rather difficult to establish to whom the merit should be given of assuring his name a nook of immortality in the list of medical eponyms. The earliest reference to A 0 Kovalevski we could find, within the context under discussion here, is in Charles Sedgwick Minot's 'Human Embryology' published in 1892 [7] . Minot [11] . The best appraisal of his importance can be gained-in Locy's 'Biology and its Makers' [12] : 'Kovalevski made interesting discoveries ofa general dealing. In 1866, he showed the practical identity, in the early stages of development, between one of the lowest vertebrates (Amphioxus) and a Tunicate. The latter up to that time had been considered an invertebrate, and the effect of Kovalevski's observations was to break down the sharply limited line supposed to exist between the invertebrates and the vertebrates. This was of great influence in subsequent work. Kovalevski also founded the generalization that all animals in development pass through a gastrula stagea doctrine associated, since 1874, with the name of Haeckel under the title of "Gastraea Theory".'
The modern Russian scientists have not forgotten this pioneer of embryology. Ivanov [13] assesses the impact of his contributions at the occasion of his 100th anniversary. His objective appraisal leads up to the conclusion that 'the truly major and scientific attainments stand beyond the law of historical perspective and, therefore, everything that has been accomplished by A 0 Kovalevski towards the establishment of the general concept of embryology, towards the elucidation of the complex characteristics of the individual species of animals and finally towards the establishment of the principle of evolution, remain clearly and unchanged as his contribution and achievements and will as such remain in our memories'.1 On the same occasion appeared a paper by Knorre [14] , 'A 0 Kovalevski, the Founder of Comparative Embryology', together with biographical notes by Nekrasov [15] . Lastly, Dogel [16] wrote a book on Kovalevski which we have been unable to obtain.
As the name of Pavel Ivanovich Kovalevski has for so long mistakenly been connected with the neurenteric canal, we would like to add that he was a great physician in his own right [18] . He was born in 1845. The date of his death cannot be established. He was an outstanding neurologist ' For the kind help in the translation of the original Russian sources we express our gratitude and indebtedness to Dr L Snegireff and psychiatrist and published widely. One of his works was.translated into French and served as a textbook under the title 'Legal Psychopathology' [19] We trust that this brief note will end the confusion created by the omissions and errors of the past. Each of these scientists deserves his own niche in medical history.
